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[image: ]ACADEMICA is a three-year project co-funded by the European Commission under ERASMUS Plus Programme. It is conducted under the centralized activity “Capacity-building in the Field of Higher Education” - 2015. The Project Consortium brings together 15 organisations – academic institutions, ministries of education, associations  – from  seven European and Central Asian countries – Bulgaria, Austria, Italy, Spain, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. 
ACADEMICA aims to contribute to the modernization and improvement of Higher Education in the field of Engineering Sciences in Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan through convergence with the European educational standards and good practices in Higher Education. 
The expected outcomes of the Project comprise: development of ACADEMICA Training Path designed to equip lecturers with transversal and key competences and skills for their active inclusion in the global digital teaching and learning space; technological and educational environment providing flexible access to training opportunities; modernized curricula in Engineering Studies integrating contemporary ICT-based approaches and contents; establishment of a transnational co-operation system among Universities and business organizations for the purpose of sharing innovative practices, scientific co-operation and knowledge transfer.
[image: ]Since the beginning of the Project a number of important activities assuring the Project’s progress have been carried out. More than 40 delegates from all participating organizations visited the coordinating organization Burgas Free University for a two-day kick-off meeting (February 23rd – 24th). Additionally, 7 working teams were configured. 
University teachers, students and representatives of business organizations in the partner countries from Central Asia took part in a large-scale study with a purpose of investigating the current state and identifying the needs of Higher Education in the area of Engineering Studies. 
Field monitoring of our Uzbek partners from Tashkent and Samarkand was conducted as well. For all these and other events, visit our website.
[image: ]Results of the comparative analysis regarding the Bologna process implementation, the reform of Higher Education and the output of “Need and Gaps Analysis” aggregated at a national level will be summarized in the following three Reports:
· State of the Art of HE in Engineering Sciences: a comparative analysis
· Modernization of HE in Engineering Sciences in the Partner Countries through integration of contemporary ICT-based approaches and contents in the Universities’ curricula - Recommendations
· Skills and competences of the University lecturers in line with the digital education era.
The reports will be translated in English as well as the three native languages of the Central Asian partners in order to be accessible for a wider audience via the Project’s website.

ACADEMICA web site:  www.academicaproject.eu
Coordinator & Contact: Burgas Free University; 62 San Stefano Street; 8001 Burgas, Bulgaria
Assoc. Prof. Mariya Monova-Zheleva PhD
Tel. +359 56 900 404; Email: mariaj@bfu.bg
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The European Commission support for the production of this publication does not constitute an endorsement of the contents which reflects the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein. 
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