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“ACCESSIBILITY AND HARMONIZATION OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN CENTRAL ASIA THROUGH CURRICULUM MODERNIZATION AND DEVELOPMENT“ /ACADEMICA/ № 561553-EPP-1-2015-1-BG-EPPKA2-CBHE-JP  
Coordinator  -  Burgas Free University, Bulgaria 
DESCRIPTION


ACADEMICA is a three-year project co-funded by the European Commission in the framework of ERASMUS Plus Programme, Key Action 2: Cooperation for innovation and the exchange of good practices. The Project is carried out under the centralized activity “Capacity-building in the Field of Higher Education” /CBHE/- 2015.

The Project Consortium brings together 15 organisations from seven European and Central Asian (Region 7) countries – Bulgaria, Austria, Italy, Spain, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

ACADEMICA aims at modernization and improvement of the educational process at Higher Education Institutions in Central Asia, specifically in Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan, by developing a transnational co-operation system of universities and organizations from the participating countries with a purpose of curricula upgrade, scientific cooperation and knowledge transfer.

The Project is expected to foster the regional cooperation by providing European expertise, guidelines, examples of best practices and recommendations in order to harmonize the University curricula in EU and Central Asia. 
The specific objectives of the Project are as follows:

1. To modernize Higher Education in Engineering Studies in Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan by:

· integrating contemporary ICT-based approaches and tools in line with both the EU educational standards and policies and the national priorities in the Central Asian countries;

· demonstrating new approaches and ways for delivering university knowledge to economy and society;

· motivating the academic community through a direct feedback from both the business world and the learners.

2. To improve the capacity building of human capital through acquisition of transversal and key e-skills and competences for the digital HE era by contributing to the recognition of online learning efforts in business and the HE community through an involvement of business for a feedback about the relevance of the improved curricula.

3. To foster international and cross-sectoral knowledge, expertise and best practice exchange by:

· connecting experts in Higher Education in Engineering Sciences and related domains from EU and Central Asia – Region 7;

· co-creating knowledge and experience through provision of educational methodologies and innovative approaches based on the usage of open educational resources (OERs).

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

ACADEMICA is expected to bring long-term benefits. It is planned to develop a transnational co-operation system among universities and organizations from member countries and countries neighbouring the EU (Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and Turkmenistan) in terms of:

· curricula reform;

· scientific cooperation;

· knowledge transfer;

· exchange of best practices.

It will facilitate the generation of data value chains through various projects, research, and innovations.

It would improve the academic capacity building with regard to the development of lifelong learning and key competences as recommended by the new strategic framework for cooperation in education and training (ET2020) and “New Skills for New Job” initiative.
CONSORTIUM

	N
	Role of number / code
	Name of the organization
	Participating country

	1
	Applicant
	Burgas Free University
	BG  Bulgaria

	2
	Partner
	Università degli Studi “Guglielmo Marconi” (USGM)
	IT Italy

	3
	Partner
	Universitat Politecnica de Valencia
	ES Spain

	4
	Partner
	University of Applied Sciences FH Joanneum
	AT Austria

	5
	Partner
	Shokan Ualikhanov Kokshetau State University
	KZ  Kazakhstan

	6
	Partner
	International Information Technology University
	KZ  Kazakhstan

	7
	Partner
	Abay Myrzakhmetov Kokshetau University
	KZ  Kazakhstan

	8
	Partner
	Kostanay State Pedagogical Institute
	KZ  Kazakhstan

	9
	Partner
	Kazakhstan Association of Engineering Education
	KZ  Kazakhstan

	10
	Partner
	Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Kazakhstan
	KZ  Kazakhstan

	11
	Partner
	Samarkand Agricultural Institute SAI
	UZ Uzbekistan

	12
	Partner
	Tashkent University of Information Technologies
	UZ Uzbekistan

	13
	Partner
	Ministry of Higher and Secondary Specialized Education of the Republic of Uzbekistan
	UZ Uzbekistan

	14
	Partner
	Turkmen State Institute of Culture
	TM Turkmenistan

	15
	Partner
	Turkmen State Institute of Finances
	TM Turkmenistan


CALENDAR OF THE PROJECT

February, 2016

OFFICIAL START OF THE ACADEMICA PROJECT

Kick-off meeting, 23-24 February 2016 
Burgas Free University, 62 San Stefano Street, 8001 Burgas Bulgaria
More than 40 delegates representing the institutions and organizations involved in the Project Consortium took part in the two-day meeting. The members of the Burgas Free University Management Body were official guests of the formal opening session. The Project partners coming from 7 European and Central Asian countries introduced their home institutions and project teams.

At the beginning of the working session, the Project Coordinator Assoc. Prof. Mariya Zheleva presented the framework, goals and objectives of the Project as well as its work plan. Next, the Package Leaders (Mr. Jose Capilla from UPV, Spain; Mrs. Michela Tramonti from USGM, Italy; Mr. Rene Wenzel from FHJ Austria, and Mr. Anuarbek Kakabayev from KokSU, Kazakhstan) made an overview of the current state of the work packages, planned activities and tasks. The situation with Engineering Sciences, the development of computer engineering educational programs in  Higher Education at each partner institution was also reviewed. Another point of discussion was the ongoing implementation of the Bologna process and the reform of higher education in this regard. The participants discussed the Partnership Agreement and other financial and managerial issues. During the last session, the Project working groups were consolidated, a detailed TO DO list was developed and the next plenary project meeting was scheduled. Mr. Rene Wenzel and Mrs. Mariya Neycheva delivered to each participant a questionnaire designed for meeting evaluation feedback. The filled–in forms were collected back for processing and summarizing. Next Consortium meeting was planned to be held in Valencia, Spain 3-4 July, 2016. 
At the end of the meeting each delegate received a Certificate of Attendance.
The Project Coordinator Mrs. Zheleva expressed gratitude on behalf of the host organization for the hard work done and active participation in kick-off meeting. 
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